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Cultivate Your Creativity 
     We are very excited about the upcoming 2015 National Association for Interpretation 
Region V Workshop, March 18-22 in Ames, Iowa.  The committee has been hard at work 

planning an amazing workshop you will not want to miss.  

In addition to great concurrent sessions, top-notch entertainment, and exciting field trips, we 
are thrilled to announce this year's keynote speakers will be Project AWARE Artist David 
Williamson and Orley R. "Chip" Taylor, Founder and Director of Monarch Watch at the 

University of Kansas. 

Ames is conveniently located in the heart of the heartland region, making it a manageable 
drive from almost anywhere in the Midwest.  If you're flying in, Ames is only a short 45 

minute drive from the Des Moines International Airport.  

The workshop will be hosted at the Quality Inn and Suites Hotel and Conference Center.  The 
hotel is attached to the conference area and offers all the amenities: relaxing rooms, 

refreshing pool area, lounge, and a fully equipped fitness center. 

However, there is one more piece needed to make this workshop a success, and that would 
be YOU!  Without you, the workshop will be lonely, cold, and empty.  This will make the 
planning committee very sad, and they will feel all their work has been in vain.  This will hurt 

the committee's feelings, and they will begin to cry and pout.  

Don't make the planning committee cry and pout.  Make them happy and joyful by joining us 
for this incredible workshop, and make it one of the best-attended and most memorable 

Region V conferences ever!  

Registration is open, and early bird rates end February 6th.  Make your room reservation 
before February 27 by calling (515) 232-9260 , and mention NAI Region V to receive the 

special room rate.  

Register today and don't miss this amazing workshop. We can't wait to see you in Ames, 

Iowa this March! 

                                                                                       Lewis Major 

                                                                                       Workshop Chair 
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Premier  

Directorõs Welcome 

Bob Carter, Region V Director 

So, here it is! The registration information for the Heartland Regionõs 2015 Annual Workshop. For 
me, each yearõs arrival of the regional workshop registration is like getting an extra holiday 
present. Why? Because after all the years I have been in NAI and going to regionals, they are still 
my favorite part of NAI membership, and you are now reading a perfect example of why that is 

so. No, not this little note from me. Everything else. 

Look through this registration packet carefully and slowly, preferably with your favorite 
wintertime beverage steaming away near you. Read the keynote descriptions. Armchair-window-
shop the concurrent sessions. And do not forget the off-site sessions and special events. There is 
something for everyone who wears the title òinterpreter.ó That is just the programming. Consider 
the networking opportunities, not just the formal ones available through programming but the 
informal ones that happen constantly at these òfamilyó gatherings. And then there is the setting. 
Iowa, and particularly Ames, are great places to see and enjoy some of what makes Region V so 

great. 

In looking over the plans the Iowa crew put together for this workshop I am finding it very hard to 

do justice with my introduction to this conference.  But that is another benefit of being a member 

of the Heartland Region -- excellent workshops -- and I am sure you will agree that what our Iowa 

family has put together for us is exactly that. So, join me in Iowa to enjoy and celebrate the 

accomplishments of yet another outstanding Region V workshop committee. 
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Choice 

Basic 
Iowa Association of County Conservation Boards  Berkwood Farms 

Dubuque Audubon Society  Prairie Rapids Audubon Society  
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Monarch Butterfly Recovery Plan 
Orley òChipó Taylor - Saturday 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.  

Region V is not only the heartland region, but also the heart of the monarch butterfly 
migration route. With monarch populations and vital habitat decreasing, now is the time for 
conservation organizations to work together to help save this iconic butterfly species from 

possible extinction.  Chip will address the reasons for the rapid decline in monarch numbers 
and discuss a proposed recovery plan.  He will inspire us to work together in a collaborative 

effort to help prevent the further decline of monarch populations. 

Orley "Chip" Taylor is the Founder and Director of Monarch Watch and 
Professor in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 

University of Kansas.  In 1992, Orley R. "Chip" Taylor founded Monarch 
Watch, an outreach program focused on education, research and 

conservation relative to monarch butterflies.  Since then, Monarch Watch 
has enlisted the help of volunteers to tag monarchs during the fall 
migration.  This program has produced many new insights into the 

dynamics of the monarch migration.  

Concurrent Session - Monarch Q & A with Chip Taylor - Thursday 

9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 
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Forever or a Day:  

Insights from the Corner of Creativity & Main  
David Williamson - Thursday 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

This title connects state of the art creativity with Main Street value propositions.  
Whether someone comes to an area to stay forever or just for a day, dynamic 

opportunities for meaning and interpretation must abound. 

David Williamson, a sculptor and poet, works in a handmade house and studio in Boone 
County.  A native Iowan, he has BFA and MA Degrees from the University of Iowa.  In 

2013, he was one of twelve University of Iowa alumni featured as Hometown Hawkeyes at 
the Iowa State Fair.  He recently completed a ten year commitment to the Iowa DNR's 

Project AWARE.  During his tenure as the collaborating artist, Project AWARE was awarded 
the 2009 Take Pride in America Award from the U.S. Department of Interior, signifying the 

annual river cleanup as the best volunteer statewide stewardship program in America.  The 
decade with Project AWARE also produced several appearances on television, including 

IPTV's Iowans Remember 9/11 and segments of Iowa Outdoors plus State Fair Highlights.  In 
2010, he received a U.S. Congressional Tribute for his work with 

Project AWARE.  He is currently collaborating with citizens of Charles 
City to create a public sculpture constructed from metal salvaged 

from the demise of the city's historic pedestrian suspension 
bridge.  Mr. Williamson continues to travel nationally as a creativity 

consultant to corporations, schools, and professional associations. 

Concurrent Session - Beyond Dialogue: Better Tools for Doing 

Your Best Work - Thursday 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 


